What is an Essence? 


Midhir Gwylthcvinthil


This is a question stems from the age old question of "What is a Mare?" So I have been spending the last few weeks locked away in the Chaos Research Center (door was left unlocked since Fulgaroth was playing in there). I have done extensive research on the nature of Talismans in the dream in relation to the Arts of Recharge and Destroy Talisman (Heh yeah I know two arts so dynamically opposed, go figure). As I was imprisoning essences in the Sable Sphere one day and working on a task for Identify I took out my scrying glass and began to examine the essences more closely. I decided to apply my theories on Talismans to the essences and here is what I discovered. 


The Basics 


Chaos (psychic Chaos): raw emotions of all who sleep churning endlessly. 


Order: A state of mind or being that can be exerted over the raw stuff of Chaos to form solid matter with varying shapes and abilities. �


Soul Sphere: the cohesive formation of the purest spiritual essence formed into a cohesive sphere of psychic energy. 


Avatar: Created by Gerriel Endeth, by manipulating the essence of the �dreamstate which is defined as psychic chaos which is in turn defined as the raw emotions of all who sleep churning endlessly. 


Now with those terms defined, lets take a look at what a talisman is. By using the sheer power of our Soul (Forge Talisman is a DreamSoul Art), one can create a talisman. Summoning a small portion of Chaos, then shaping it into a form using our soul to bind its shape with Order does this. The shape and color determine what the Talisman will be, channeling the raw chaos left inside the Talisman, acting more like a container, giving it its abilities and powers. 


Now Recharge channels the Seer's Insight into the Talisman allowing him/her to open a small fracture in the weave of Order that holds the form of the Talisman. When done correctly the Seer is then able to siphon a small portion of the raw Chaos back into the Talisman. Failure is more severe allowing the chaos already inside to escape. Once all the chaos in a Talisman has been expended the pattern of Order has nothing to bind to and collapses back to nothingness. 


Destroy Talisman works much the same as pulling a string on a shoelace tied in a loop not, unfurling the knot. In this way it unweaves the pattern of Order placed upon a talisman, causing the shell which holds the raw chaos bound by the pattern to be released and dissipate. 


Now many would think such a release of chaos would be dangerous but lets look at why it is necessary to encase chaos in a shell at all for it to exist in the dream. The City walls where created with the same principles used in creating Talismans. By exerting Order created by our Souls over chaos, matter can be formed of the essence (psychic chaos). So in essence the City walls have the same properties of as the shells used to create Talismans or the Avatars which are shells used to protect or Souls. Even when our avatars are collapsed our Souls are kept safe from the psychic turmoil by the walls of the city. Now the shock caused by waking as a Soul Sphere is caused because our unprotected Soul is summoned back outside the city and into the chaos before it can return to Cloudsbreak. �Still we have the question what happens when chaos is released in the �dream? Insight into this I gained while held in the eye of a storm one-day in the Cenotaph of Dread. I was blading and AgoKnight and storming so badly that when I collapsed its avatar, I was able to glimpse its Soul Sphere for a brief moment. Many have seen this but to me it was a shocking revelation. �


Nightmares have Souls, for I have seen it with mine own eyes. But in most cases you never see their souls because they unlike our Souls are of pure chaos and are forced out of the City as soon as they are exposed, leaving behind what we call an essence. It was this that made me realize that the only way Chaos can exist in the City of dreams as long as the walls hold firm is encased in a shell created much like ours is, bound by a pattern of Order. Its shape and color determined by the Soul it protects. Thus the forms the mares take and the powers they have at their command are much like the way the form of a Talisman effects how the chaos is channeled inside it giving it its abilities. �


So there in lies the reason why releasing raw chaos in the city, in small �quantities is not harmful to those around it as it is instantly worked upon by the walls of the City acting like a huge Talisman shell transforming it and utilizing it. Now each spot where a mare is spawned I believe can be found a small fisher in the walls of the room created during the time of the Entropy Coalition or due to other stresses exerted upon the walls in later times. But as many have commented in the past the mares do seem to have lessened in the dream. Where there once use to be AgoKnights and Shammies �roaming the dream there now lie empty rooms. �


How is this possible? Well we need to look at why the DreamWright Masters created the Portals to gain insight into answer. The common answer was because it kept the mares trapped with in the room. But how? Why can't they pass a portal? I realized the answer to this by simply watching a dreamer pass in and out of a portal. The Portal has the power to break down the avatar and reform it on the other side; thus only our souls pass through the actual portal. Now if a mare were to do this it would be instantly destroyed as its soul would be exposed and dissipated. Thus they are left trapped in the room. But this was not only done to quarden them off but to allow away for the small fractures in the walls to be fixed. Each time a mare is collapsed the raw chaos of their Soul is utilized by the patterns of Order in the walls to repair the fissure. Thus the simple act of collapsing a mare furthers the repair of our City. �


Now realize before I go any farther when I speak of the mares I refer to the Nightmares not the DarkMares or Uniques as they are called these are two entirely separate entities. A Nightmare is simply a semi-sentient Talisman. �


Its Soul is formed from the psychic Chaos, which we all know is the raw emotions of the unawakened soul. They are akin to automatons created and given a command to follow that of destruction and death. This is easily learned as they repeat the order given to them over and over as they attack any dreamer that comes close to them, drawn to us by the Order of our Souls. Who then you ask allowed the Chaos entry to our City? As our history explains the Entropy Coalition did so, but we are to believe it was done unknowingly. I submit after observing the actions of its members as of late that this was done with a purpose, done to bring the mares to the city as they are the ones that formed avatars for them and gave them their orders. �


So now with explaining what lies with in an avatar and what an avatar is we are left with the essence left after a collapse. What do we know of them? 


1. They can be Recharged �2. They can be destroyed using Destroy Talisman �3. They can be imprisoned in an artifact �4. They can be cleansed with in an artifact �5. They can be banished with in a artifact �6. They can be drained using Drain Essence 


Now it is the last, item 6 I wish to draw your attention to. They can be �drained. When an essence of a Nightmare is drained it replenishes our �DreamSoul. Now this is not a measure of our Soul but of the strength of the Order used to Bind the stuff of chaos into an avatar. Using my reasoning the Soul is already gone from a mare when it is collapsed all that is left is an essence. We know our soul is not part of an essence since when we are collapsed our soul is left bobbing around as are the souls of the DarkMares and the souls of the Nightmares is dissipated (note I have seen in the storms the essence upon the ground and the soul sphere hovering above it so the soulsphere is not turned into the essence). �The difference being that a Dreamer's Essence or a Dark Mares Essence cannot have any of the above six things done to it. This is because the Entropy Coalition created these avatars to house a chaotic soul, chaos stuff itself and thus the avatar has different properties then those of the Dreamer or DM as they are Souls of Order. Yes I said it the Dark Mares are souls of Order like our own and I believe recent events prove they are members of the Entropy Coalition. I refer to our own house Lyran Higi who we found out to �be a member of the Coalition and able to take the form of the mare. 


Using ancient knowledge to transform their avatars into a container that allows them the powers of the mare. They are fully sentient beings, which can reason. I believe they hid themselves to this point as DarkMares to keep their planes secreted away from not only the dreamers of the City but the Lyrans themselves. This is the knowledge Caladar was trying to reveal to the Order when he was attacked and forced into the chaos, this is the knowledge they have tried to hide by turning the houses against one another over beliefs of what to do with essences, all along laughing at the turmoil they caused waiting for a time to strike. �


Essences are merely empty shells left by the strong force of Order present upon collapse of a dreamer or mare. That residual essence that increases our strength when we collapse them and is taken from us when we in turn are collapsed. The house artifacts are simple devices that act to siphon that essence into them, neither banishing, nor imprisoning or cleansing, just transforming into raw essence that can be drained from them back into an avatar. They where planted by the Entropy Coalition to give the houses another point to war over and to allow us to increase in strength that they will use when the time comes, to drain into themselves as we have seen the DarkMares do in the past. A tool of the Coalition that we can not allow to fall into their hands. �


So in essence (pun intended) an essence really is nothing but a husk of �residue order and raw psychic chaos, not a soul or part of a soul, a raw material that can be harnessed using the proper means and tools. 





